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Governments was revealed by the conversations '. Hitler had
refused the Eastern Locarno with its multilateral guarantees,
was not prepared to have anything to do with Moscow. He
could not contemplate Lithuania in any non-aggression pact.
His armament demands were what the experts had guessed
they would be after the conscription decree. The only defini-
tions that held any hope for the future were his acceptance of
air parity with France and Germany, although he apparently
told Simon and Eden that it had already been attained, and
his contentment with a 35 to a 100 ratio with the British
Navy. It was decided that if it was logical for Sir John to
return at once and let the Cabinet know the worst, it was
equally logical for Anthony Eden to go deeper into this
turbulent Europe.

Thus it fell to the lot of the Lord Privy Seal to undertake
the most bizarre of all the post-war voyages of diplomatic
discovery. For on the evening of March 26 he left Berlin in
a special eastward bound train and by the evening of the 27th
had crossed the frontiers of the Soviet Union. He was ac-
companied by M. Maisky, the astute ambassador to the
Court of St. James, and arrived with him in Moscow on the
28th in time for a conversation that afternoon with Litvinov
and for a reception in his honour the same evening.

The atmosphere of these Moscow conversations has been
brilliantly portrayed by Douglas Reed in his study of Europe's
neurosis, Insanity Fair. Reed's position in his capacity as
journalist was as much exploratory as Eden's was in his
capacity as politician. For Reed was the first Times repre-
sentative to get nearer to Red Russia on his paper's authority
than Riga; while as for Eden no Conservative politician had
got nearer to Moscow since the Revolution than Geneva.
History was made on the evening of the 28th March 1935,
when Maxim Litvinov, the Bolshevist, proposed the toast of
his Britannic Majesty King George V, and Anthony Eden of
Eton and Christ Church, King and Country, replied by rais-
ing his glass to Lenin of immortal memory. Litvinov led ofF
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